
Coils Coils Coils!  Pot  
Materials: 

Clay 
Your Hands/Fingers 
Clay Tools 
Glaze 
Underglaze 

 
Goals of the Assignment: 
 Students will create a large coil pot inspired by Jomon 
Ware demonstrating various coil building techniques/patterns.  
Students will explore various forming and decoration techniques 
as while constructing a 10-12 inch tall final work.  Students will 
use form and space to create the overall shape of the coiled 
pot and they will use line, shape, color and texture to 
enhance and enrich their form.  
 
Due Date (sculpt): _____ / _____   
 
Procedures: (sculpt) 

ALWAYS BEGIN BY WEDGING THE CLAY.   
Every time, Every Project, Always.  This helps get the clay body particles all going in 

the same direction and to remove any air bubbles that might be trapped in the clay.  It gives 
you a chance to tell the clay who is in charge. 

 Create a design or intended plan for your pot.  Think about 
the lines, the construction, and the overall texture coils will create 
when stacked upon each other.  Sketch out the plan. 
 Determine the overall base shape of the coil pot… circle, 
oval, square, rectangle, etc.  Roll an even slab and cut the shape 
that you will build your coil on top of.  Since you are building on 
top of the clay slab, you might want 
to make it slightly bigger than you 
want the inside to be because the 
coils take up space. 
 Roll coils. Roll coils as you 
need them.  Making coils all in 
advance can lead to them drying out 
before you get a chance to use 
them.  When rolling the coils, think 
about the thickness and evenness of 
the coils because this is where your 
pattern and decoration for the pot 

will be created.  You can also use balls of clay to create patterns. 
 Attach the coils to the base and build up.  I recommend using 
the water + vinegar solution to help attach the coils together.  You can 
also use score and slip to attach coils together.  We are not smoothing 
them on the outside of the pot so you might see score marks.  If you 
want to on the inside, that is up to you. 



 While constructing, the challenges you will face… 
*Stability of the coils.  If you get too many 

wet coils built in one day, it might not support the 
weight.  You need a little bit of drying to happen to 
help it hold its shape. 

*Getting it all stuck.  Make sure your coils 
are stuck to the ones below it.  If each coil is stuck 
to the one below it then it will all stay together.  It is 
not a race to who finishes first. 

*Coils cracking when wrapping them means 
the clay it too dry.  Try spraying them with regular 
water and letting it soak in so they are more plastic 
and pliable. 

  
When the clay pot gets between 10-12 inches tall when 
placing a ruler next to the base all the way to the top, then 
you are done.  
 

Extra Mile… 
*Try adding textures to the coils to add an additional element 
to the variety within the work. 
*Try creating a negative space or two within the work.  This 
will add interest and challenge your building skills. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Glazing 
 Choose a color of AMACO Velvet Underglaze. 
 Paint the underglaze into the creases of the 

coils. 
 Take a wet/damp sponge and wipe away the underglaze from the raised areas of the clay 

coils, leaving behind the color in the recessed areas. 
 When the surface is all dry, paint the Clear Gloss Glaze over the underglaze.  Be sure to cover 

all areas of the clay surface to lock in the underglaze. Both inside and outside of the pot.  DO 
NOT glaze the bottom of the pot that sits against the ground.  

 If your coil pot is solid, then pour some clear gloss glaze into the pot, swirl it around to quickly 
cover the inside of the pot with gloss glaze. 


