
Pinch 
Pot 

Series 
 
Materials: 

Clay 
Your Hands/Fingers 
Clay Tools 
Glaze 
Underglaze Pencil 
Wax Resist 
Slip 

 
Goals of the Assignment: 
 Students will create a series of pinch pots demonstrating various pinching forming techniques.  
Students will explore various forming and glazing finishing techniques as well.  Students will use form 
and space to create the overall shape of the pinched pots and they will use line, shape and color to 
enhance and enrich their forms.  
 
Due Dates (sculpt):   Basic Pot with Footer: _____ / _____ 
 
Out/In Shaped Pot with Footer: _____ / _____  Bowl-like with Footer: _____ / _____ 

 
Procedures: (sculpt) 

ALWAYS BEGIN BY WEDGING THE CLAY.   
Every time, Every Project, Always.  This helps get the clay 

body particles all going in the same direction and to remove any 
air bubbles that might be trapped in the clay.  It gives you a 
chance to tell the clay who is in charge. 
 
Basic Pot with Footer: 
 Make the best crafted pinch pot you can without worrying 
about decoration or fuss.   

I will be looking for: 
*High Quality construction of the 

form; even thickness of the walls 
throughout the piece, including the base 
= being in control of the clay 

*An added footer to raise the pot 
off the surface – your choice of style 

*Pleasing overall form/shape 
 



Out/In Shaped Pot with 
Footer: 
 Experiment with your 
hand building manipulation by 
making a form that ungulates 
out and in. 
I will be looking for: 

* High Quality 
construction of the form; 
even thickness of the walls 
throughout the piece, 
including the base = being in 
control of the clay 

*An added footer to raise the pot off the surface 
*Unique solutions to the prompt 
*Pleasing overall form/shape 
 
Bowl-like with Footer: 
 Push hand building construction further with a 
wide form attempting a bowl or plate-like form. 
 I will be looking for: 

  * High Quality construction of the form; even 
thickness of the walls throughout the piece, including 
the base = being in control of the clay 
   *Unique solutions to the footer 

  *Pleasing overall form/shape 

 

 
Tips for Success: 
*Time to Experiment!  Try out various ideas.  Boring 
basic ideas have been done before. 
*Moisture.  Clay loves moisture but too much of a 
good thing makes it weak.  Be sure your hands stay 
moisturized and that your clay piece gets plenty of 
fluids. 

*Forgive and Forget…dare I say, Let It Go.  If it doesn’t work for you the first time, forget about it and 
try again.  Clay will let you try and try again and won’t hate you for it. 
 


