
Wheel Throwing 
Materials: 

Clay 
Your Hands/Fingers 
Clay Tools 
Wheel 
Glaze/Slip 

 
Goals of the Assignment: 
 Students will create a singular work 
of wheel thrown ceramic art.  The work will 
showcase the student’s understanding of 
forming clay on the wheel.  Students will 
use form and shape to create the overall 
design of the work and they will use line, 
shape, color and texture to enhance and 
enrich their form.  
 
Due Date (sculpt): _____ / _____  Due Date (glaze/slip): _____ / _____ 
 
Procedures: (sculpt) 

ALWAYS BEGIN BY WEDGING THE CLAY.  Every time, Every Project, Always.  This helps get 
the clay body particles all going in the same direction and to remove any air bubbles that might be 
trapped in the clay.  It gives you a chance to tell the clay who is in charge. 

 
 Wedge 2-3 large balls of clay and tightly wrap them up with some water in your garbage bag 
the day BEFORE you are scheduled for the wheel.  This will maximize you time on the wheel itself. 
 
 Get an apron and plastic bat.  Make sure your wheel has all the tools it should have ready. 
(stool, bucket, sponge, wire cutter, loop tools, needle, ribs, and a pointed wooden tool)  Fill the 
bucket about ½ full with water. 
 Place bat on your wheel and dampen the surface.  Place 1st ball of clay as close to center as 
you can.  Begin the centering process demonstrated and described in the reading. 
 Once the clay is centered, open the clay as demonstrated and described in the reading.  Stop 
the wheel and use the needle tool to check the thickness of the bottom.  It should be ¼ - ½ inch 
thick. 
 Then pull and form the walls as demonstrated and described in the reading. 
 
While throwing, the challenges you will face… 
 *Centering the clay.  The clay must be centered before forming. Forming will be challenging 
without a center. (You must be centered for the clay to be centered.) 
 *Forcing the clay. You are use to manipulating the clay without it spinning around.  A focused 
calm approach always works best. 
 *Moisture. Too much will make you have a sloppy mess and too little will catch your hands 
and fingers.  Use the sponge and bucket of water to help you find balance. 



 
Tips for Success…  
*Try to erase all other thoughts while on the wheel. Be one with the clay. 
*Shake it off.  You will probably mess up. That is ok. Get back on the wheel and try again. 
*Extra practice. If you love the wheel, come back before or after school and practice more. 
 

Glazing/Slip 
 Choose the best way to finish your work from the wheel.  You know how to use terra cotta 

slip, underglazes and gloss glazes.  All are food safe, so pick what speaks to you and will 
ENHANCE the form you created. 

 
 
 
 
 

 


