
Relief 
Tile 
Project 
Materials: 

Clay 
Rolling Pin / Slats 
Clay Tools 
Glaze 
Underglaze 

 
Goals of the Assignment: 
 Students will create a relief tile inspired by 
Rookwood Pottery demonstrating various sculpting 
and subtractive carving techniques.  Students will use 
form and space to create the overall depth of the 
relief tile and they will use line, shape, color and 
texture to enhance and enrich their form.  
 
Due Date (sculpt): _____ / _____ 
 

Procedures: (sculpt) 
ALWAYS BEGIN BY WEDGING THE CLAY.  Every time, Every Project, Always.  This helps get the clay 
body particles all going in the same direction and to remove any air bubbles that might be trapped in 
the clay.  It gives you a chance to tell the clay who is in charge. 
 
 Take a picture of a space in 
Cincinnati that means something to you 
or someone you know.  The place can be 
a known landmark or a lesser known 
place.  Choose a location and 
composition with levels of space 
(foreground, middle ground, background) 
 Send yourself your three best 
photographs to your school email. 
 Print 2 copies 5x7 of the final 
image you want to use for your work. 
 Roll out a thick slab that is 6x8.  
This will give you a small ½ inch border 
around your image. 
 Place one copy of your 
photograph in the center of your clay and 
gently trace the edges of the large 
shapes and details.  Also trace the outer 
edge of the photograph to give a clean 
edge to your border. 



While constructing, the challenges you will face… 
*Clean edges of your details.  If you carve into too wet of clay you will get booger bits which 

you will go back and smooth out with a small tool or your finger as the clay dries. 
*Making distinct layers of space.  Be sure to analyze your image to figure out what is closest 

to the viewer and make all your decisions based upon the image your took. 
  
 
Extra Mile… 
*Venture further than your neighborhood to find interesting landmarks. 
*Try unusual perspectives when taking your pictures.  
 
 

Glazing 
 Use AMACO Velvet Underglazes. 
 Paint the underglaze into the appropriate areas of 

your design.  
 Mix colors how you need then to look.  
 Water it down a bit with a really wet paint brush. 
 When the surface is all dry, paint the Clear Gloss 

Glaze over the underglaze.  Be sure to cover all 
areas of the clay surface to lock in the underglaze. 
Both inside and outside of the pot.  DO NOT glaze 
the back of the tile.   

 Don’t forget to glaze on the side edges of the tile.  
 


